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St. John’s-Ravenscourt School

October 18th, 2011

Dear Provincial Coordinator,

I would like to invite your province/territory to send up to 4 students to the 2011-12 National Public Speaking Championships. As was the case last year, the registration fee will be $100, but competitors will have to arrange and pay for their flights to or from Winnipeg, unlike the situation in 2010 and earlier years. We did this because the logistics of arranging the flights for everyone had become steadily more complicated and more unpredictable over the past few years.  This seemed to work well last year and we hope that it will this year as well.

The event will take place from February 10 to 13. Competitors should aim to arrive before 9:30 PM Winnipeg time on Friday, February 10, and can plan to leave on any flight departing no earlier than 5 PM on Monday, February 13. Competitors are welcome to stay until Tuesday morning, February 14, if they prefer.  

I would like the provinces to respond by email indicating if they plan to take part, and once you have selected your students, to email me their names so that I know whom to expect. Students should register online by clicking this link Nationals Registration , or they can email me at jdr400@gmail.com and I will send them the registration link. 

The Nationals website is https://sites.google.com/site/nationalpublicspeaking/home   This should help to provide up to date information for competitors as well as results as soon as they are available. 

This will be the 29th year of this event and again I would like to thank you for the effort and time that you put into selecting the students who represent your provinces and territories. They have always done an outstanding job as debaters as representatives of their communities — it is a pleasure to have them here. The students selected from the Nationals — half of the Canadian team at the World's is selected from the National Public Speaking Championships and the other half is selected from the International Independent Schools Public Speaking Championships — have always done well at the World Debating and Public Speaking Championships. Last year's World Individuals in Brisbane was won by a student from SJR who qualified through the Nationals. 

Competitors may not use speeches or readings that they have presented at any interschool competition before this school year. If they qualify for the World’s, they may use the same speech or reading that they use in the Nationals UNLESS they presented that speech or reading prior to January 1st, 2011, in which case they would have to come up with a new speech or reading. Each participant will have to take part in four events: debating, impromptu speaking, persuasive speaking and interpretive reading. A single note card will be allowed for the persuasive speech. The events are described in more detail on the attached sheet and on the website 

St. John's-Ravenscourt School continues to subsidize the tournament, i.e. the expenses that registration fees do not cover. As I mentioned earlier, the registration fee will be $100 this year. If a province or territory wishes to send a chaperone with the students, we would be happy to have him/her attend. They would not have to pay the registration fee. They should not register on the student site but rather should send me send me an email indicating that they are attending and giving me their flight information and any dietary concerns. 

A province may select its representatives in any way that it cares to. If the province wishes to, it may hold a qualifying competition involving the events in the Nationals, but this is entirely up to each province. The only requirement is that the competitors must be high school students. 

The top six students at the Nationals will represent Canada at the World Individual Debating and Public Speaking Championships, which again this year will be at Moreton Bay Boys' College in Brisbane, Australia. The dates are from March 29 – April 4, and the website is http://www.widpsc.com/ . The tournament will not be able to cover the costs of their airfare to the World Championships or their registration fee for that event. Given the limited time between the end of this competition and the beginning of the World's, students would be well advised to look into possible funding before coming to Winnipeg, just in case they do win. The World Individual Debating and Public Speaking Championships involve the same events as the Nationals although students may give an after-dinner speech rather than a persuasive speech if they want to.

As mentioned earlier, student registration can be done on-line by following this link   If you are working from a hard copy of this letter, email me at jdr400@gmail.com  and I will send you the link. The registration fee for the tournament of $100 should be sent to the school at 400 South Drive, Winnipeg, Manitoba, R3T-3K5, by January 1st. Cheques should be made out to St. John's-Ravenscourt. 
If you have any questions, please contact me at jdr400@gmail.com . Thank you again for your help in arranging this event.

Sincerely Yours,


John D. Robinson

Events

Competitors must enter all four categories. In each category there will be two regular rounds after which the top 3 to 8 will advance to the finals. Competitors may use the same persuasive speech and the same reading in all rounds. Competitors may not use speeches or readings that they have presented at any interschool competition prior to this school year. There will be time penalties for speeches that do not fall within the time limits. Information is available on the website at https://sites.google.com/site/nationalpublicspeaking/home  If you have any questions, or need the link to register online, please email me at jdr400@gmail.com

Impromptu Speaking:

Each speaker will draw three topics, which may be a word, a quotation, a phrase or anything not related to current events. He/she must choose one of them and then has up to two minutes to prepare. He/she may write notes but may not bring them up with him/her when he/she speaks. The speech must last from 3 to 5 minutes. Speakers may speak in favour of, against, in favour of and against, or about the topic. It should be the sort of speech that would be delivered if the speaker were asked to speak on short notice to a general audience on the topic given. They may interpret it within reason, including treating it as a metaphor but must speak about the topic that they have been given. It is strictly understood that competitors will not use prepared material for this event. Wit, humour, logic, philosophy and sentiment are all equally welcome. Judges will be looking for agility of thought, for substance, for organizational ability and, above all, for the ability of each speaker to communicate with style and originality.

Parliamentary Debating:

This is coordinate parliamentary debating. Each competitor will debate with a partner from another province. The resolution will be announced 30 minutes prior to the debate and the government must reveal the definition to the opposition 20 minutes before the debate. Resolutions must be defined in a way that a reasonable person might interpret the resolution and should be in keeping with the intent of the resolution. The tournament organizer will settle disputes about definitions. Each speaker will have 7 minutes for their major speeches and the first speaker on each side will deliver a 3 minute rebuttal. In this style, the Leader of the Opposition is the first opposition speaker. Points of information, points of order and points of privilege are allowed but heckling is not. Plans are not required. The tournament will use the MSDA rules of debate and these are available on the website.

Persuasive Speaking:

This speech is designed to persuade and must be on a serious topic, although this does not mean that humour might not be useful at points in the speech. A problem/solution approach must be taken, i.e. speakers must identify a problem (it need not be an earth-shattering one) and propose, or at least examine, one or more solutions to it. Speeches should be prepared beforehand (i.e. prior to arriving at the competition) and should be from 7 to 13 minutes in length. The same speech may be used throughout the competition. Speakers may use a single notecard, although judges are often more impressed by speakers who do not use any notes.

Interpretive Reading:

Each participant should read a passage of prose or poetry ( or a collection of poems), serious or humorous, with an appropriate brief introduction. The piece(s) must be selected by the competitor before the tournament. The piece(s) must have been published. Past efforts have included everything from Dr. Seuss to George Orwell.  Judges will be concerned with how much the reader's voice and presentation add to the material rather than with the talent of the author. Please note that this is a reading, not a dramatic presentation. Competitors may stand or sit but should not move around excessively. The time limits are from 5 to 11 minutes, including a brief introduction.
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Summaries of Scoresheets

SCORING GUIDELINES


50-59
60-69
70-79
80-89
90-100

 Poor
 Weak
 Average
 Very Good
 Superb


Impromptu Speaking


CATEGORY
SCORE



Adherence to Statement of Topic

 (Max = 20) 


Organization

 (Max = 20)


Interest

 (Max = 20)



Delivery

 (Max = 40)




FINAL SCORE  

Interpretive Reading


CATEGORY
SCORE



Quality and Helpfulness of Introduction

 (Max = 10) 


Overcoming Manuscript

 (Max = 10) 


Understanding of Selection

 (Max = 20)


Voice: Pace, Timing and Enunciation 

 (Max = 40)



Overall Appeal

 (Max = 20)




FINAL SCORE  

Persuasive Speaking


CATEGORY
SCORE



Analysis of Problem

 (Max = 30) 


Persuasiveness of Discussion: Logic, Appeal

 (Max = 20)


Interest

 (Max = 20)



Delivery

 (Max = 30)




FINAL SCORE  

Parliamentary Debating


CATEGORY
SCORE



Argumentation

 (Max = 40) 


Refutation

 (Max = 30)


Presentation

 (Max = 30)


